‘My wife left me
for a leshian’

As told to Jerome Gomez

Y WIFE AND I were together for
nine years—13, if you include the
years from the first time we met.
And throughout that time, I had no
idea our marriage would end the way it did.

We started dating in the late 1980s; we
were both working students.Iwas amanager
at a fast-food chain; she was a member of the
service staff that I was to train. She was pure
Filipina, a couple of years older than I, very
pretty. She reminded me of Lorna Tolentino.
I've always been drawn to Pinays—their
beauty, their lambing, they're very maalaga.
Of all my past girlfriends, only one was, like
me, Chinese.

She was simple, never maarte, always
straightforward. My dad was against the re-
lationship. He was very traditional Chinese.
He passed away shortly before I found outshe
was pregnant, and we married soon after.

I guess you could say we went through
all the struggles young married couples go
through: having kids, losing jobs, financial
woes. We were just starting our own small
business then, and money wasn’t always
enough to go around. She wanted us to
move out of my family’s house—we were
living with my mother—but I couldn’t af-
ford to have our own home at that time. Still,
I thought we were doing okay. We had the
kids. We had each other.

Until that fateful day when, as I was go-
ing through bills and documents in her files,
I'saw several letters. She was in the U.S. then
for job training and I was left alone with
the kids at home. They were love letters ad-
dressed to my wife, from a woman who was
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her college friend.

I was furious, especially because some
of the dates in the letters were quite recent. I
was heartbroken and felt betrayed. Even be-
fore I discovered the letters, I sensed she was
changing: she spent a lot of time going out—
by herself, without the kids. She seemed
uncomfortable being seen with me in public;
she was cold and would refuse to have sex.

When she got back from her training, I
confronted her, asked many questions. She
tried to deny the affair at first but eventually
owned up. One night, she didn’t come home
until dawn. I waited up for her. And when
I heard a car pull up, I went to the window
and saw them both.

Still, I was ready to put it all behind us—
family was very important to me and our
two kids were still very young. I wanted to
see if we could save the marriage. She didn’t
feel the same way. She told me it would be
unfair for her to stay in the relationship.

At the suggestion of her sister, we even
met with a marriage counselor. But she had
already made up her mind. She left on the
evening of Father’s Day after a petty squab-
ble. She packed her bags, headed to her
parents’ home, and much as I tried to con-
vince her to come back to us, she believed
that the marriage was over. She filed for an
annulmentin 2002.

I'wentthrough along bout of depression,
drank a lot, fooled around with women—
something I never did when I was married.
I had a beautiful wife; there was no reason
to look at other women. People have asked
me if it would have been more difficult to ac-

cept the fact that my wife left me for another
woman? I wouldn’t know. But I guess pain
is pain—no matter what the gender of the
third party might be.

She had custody of the kids, when we
first separated. But when her work took her
out of the Philippines too often, the children
eventually moved in with me. This time,she
moved to Dubai to be with her lover, who
found work there.

Three years ago, they came back to the
Philippines because her lover needed to
be confined for medical treatment. Short-
ly after, her lover died in the hospital from
complications.

My ex- and I are friends now. She comes
to the house regularly, goes out with the
kids, and takes care of them. She has since
explained everything to them, but the de-
tails behind her reunion with the kids, what
she said and what transpired—I chose not
to find out. To me, her lover’s death was my
closure—cruel as that may sound.

We have since both moved on. But while
I have an active dating life, I am more care-
ful with the women I meet. I got married
at 25 and now I am 46. Here’s what I know
for sure: I am never getting married again.
Sometimes when I look back, I think things
might have been different if we had been
more financially stable from the start. But
even that has its blessings. When we sepa-
rated, we didn’t have properties to fight over.
And since then, we have all forgiven each
other. And, most important, in some round-
about way, our family has become whole
again. Well, sort of. r:1)

Illustration by Abi Goy
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